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Dear Summer Volunteer,

We are so excited to have you serving with us this summer. We trust that not only will you be making a difference in the children’s lives, but also that your life will be changed as you serve and love God’s people.

We understand that giving up your summer to serve as a volunteer is a huge sacrifice which is why SCA has created a program that will allow you to raise your own support for the work you do at an SCA Ministry Centre.

How do I sign-up to be a part of SCA’s Summer Volunteer Sponsorship Program?

The first thing you will need to do is inform SCA Head Office that you will be participating in the program. Enclosed you will find a sign-up form.
How do I raise support?

You can be as creative as you’d like with how you raise your support, however, we do suggest writing a letter (see sample) that explains where you are going (Ministry Centre Name and location), when you will be there (your start and end dates), who you are working with (a brief description of the organization) what you will be doing (description of your role), why you are going and how people can support you. It is very important that you include a sponsorship slip that they can use when making a donation. This slip has important instructions that your sponsor will need to know in order to ensure that the money will go to you and that they will be receipted properly.  Enclosed in this packaged is a sample support letter for your reference.
How can someone sponsor me? 

Everything your sponsors will need to know is provided on the sponsorship slips enclosed in this package. Your sponsor (or you) must send the slip(s) in to SCA Head Office with the donation(s) before you finish your volunteer hours at the SCA Ministry Centre.
Can those who sponsor me get a tax deductible receipt?

Yes, your sponsors can receive a tax deductible receipts as long as SCA Head Office has the required information (everything needed is on the sponsorship slip). Your sponsors (or you) will need to mail all your sponsorship money and information to SCA Head Office (Note: Cheques must be made out to “SCA International”, not to your name or to the Ministry Centre). If sponsors give you cash, we suggest sending a cheque made out to SCA International from you (or your parents) for the total amount of cash you have received (instead of mailing the cash); you must send in sponsorship slips that coincide with the cheque amount in order for your sponsors to receive a tax deductible receipt. Without the required information requested on the sponsorship slip, Head Office will not receipt the individual/business.
How much money can I receive over the summer?

You can earn as much as you raise, less 15% which is the fee we use to cover some of the overhead involved with having summer staff, and subject to the following limits:  The current maximum amount you can earn is $600.00/week

(for 40 hours worked). In order to receive the full $600.00 a week, you will need to raise $706.00/per week ($706 less 15% = $600).  That’s the maximum.

However, most summer staff raise less than that per week, but whatever they raise, they receive all of it less 15%.  That means you will get paid 85% of what you raise to the maximum referred to above.

If, on the other hand, your support exceeds the amount of money that this program allows you to receive, the additional funds will be given to the Ministry Centre you are serving at to help fund some of the programs you will be over-seeing or involved in. So don’t hold back on your support raising, every big and little donation will help. Remember that your support needs to be sent to SCA Head Office before you finish your volunteer hours at the SCA Ministry Centre.
If I do not raise full support, does SCA cover the rest?

The money you receive from SCA International will only come from what you have raised, less 15%. SCA is not responsible for covering any shortfall. 

When do I receive the money I have raised?

Once SCA Head Office has received support for you, a cheque will be mailed to you (from SCA’s Head Office) on the 15th of the month (or closest business day) following the month you have worked. Cheques are sent once a month. Because there is a significant distance between SCA Head Office and our Ministry Centres, if you need to, you can make a special request to have a cheque mailed to you every two weeks. You must make this request when you send in your sign-up form to SCA Head Office.

Thank you for your willingness to serve. We will be praying for you and trusting that God will use you in mighty ways to shared Christ’s love.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us (toll-free 1-877-474-2689 or sabrina@scainternational.org).
Blessings,

Sabrina Swagerman

Office Administrator
Summer Volunteer Sponsorship Program

SIGN-UP
Ministry Centre Name: ______________________________________________

Start & End Date: ________________to_________________

Name:_________________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________


     ______________________________________________________________

Phone Number:_______________________________________________________

Birth Date:____________________________________________________________

Social Insurance Number:___________________________________________

Email:_____________________________________________________

I agree to receiving my support monthly ( OR 
Special Request: I need to receive my support bi-weekly (
I understand that I am eligible to receive a maximum amount of $600.00 (for 40 hours worked) per week of volunteering. I understand that there is a 15% administrative fee that is taken off all donations given on my behalf. I understand that I will only receive funds based on what I raise and what comes in up until my last day of volunteering and for that same period worked. I understand that my support will be mailed to me monthly on the 15th (or closest business day), following the month I have volunteered for, unless I have made a special request on this form, which in that case I will receive a cheque bi-weekly.

__________________________



__________________

Signature






Date

This form can be sent to SCA Head Office by:
Email: sabrina@scainternational.org







Fax:    905-868-8007








Mail: 
SCA International









Attn: Sabrina Swagerman









12-17665 Leslie St.









Newmarket, ON, L3Y 3E3

***Please note that this is a SAMPLE letter. Do not copy it word for word. You need to make the letter your own. This is just a guideline.***

Staff Person’s Name

Address line 1

Address line 2

Tel: staff person’s telephone number

Email: staff person’s email address

Date of letter

Name of Potential Supporter

Address line 1

Address line 2

Dear (salutation appropriate to the potential supporter)

I hope this letter finds you well.  As things are stirring in nature after a long winter, I too have begun to plan and prepare for my summer as well.  On (month and date) I will be moving to the remote area of (town and province) to work at SCA International’s (name of centre).  There, Lord willing, I will serve as a (type of position most likely to be filled by the staff person).  This is the (first, second, etc.) summer during which I am serving with SCA International and the (first, second, etc.) time at (name of centre).

I am so blessed to have an opportunity to serve the children that come to one of our camps and I look forward to showing them God’s love through my life this summer.  Serving at camp in the capacity of a (name of position) is a passion of mine, and I feel that this is the best way for me to use the gifts that God has blessed me with at this point in my life.

SCA International is a Christian non-denominational, non-profit organization that has been around since 1906 – yes, over a century.  You may know it by its former name, the Shantymen.  Staff, such as myself, volunteer our services during the summer at one of SCA’s four year-round ministry centres.  The actual centre that I am going to, will be having (number) weeks of camp this summer for children ranging from age (number) to (number).  In addition, there is also staff training and orientation that takes place before that.  As an ‘overnight’ camp, campers stay for one (sometimes two) week sessions and participate in a variety of camp activities in which the counselors seek to share God’s love with them.  This is clearly a camp with a Christian focus, where children, besides having fun, are involved daily in morning chapel time or small group, evening chapel service with a speaker, personal devotions, and the learning of a memory verse.  Music, and especially music for worship, is also a key part of each day.

Camp activities are designed for campers to see God’s love through the staff and in His natural creation that they are living in.  For almost all the campers, the session at an SCA camp may well be the highlight of their summer, or even their entire year.  As staff, we want all campers to feel included and be able to experience the camp activities to the fullest.  And that’s exactly where each of us, with our own responsibilities really plays a big role.

I am so excited to be serving with SCA International at (name of centre) and although I know it is going to be quite a challenging summer, I am eager to see what God has in store for me to learn, and the ways in which He will have me serve.  I would appreciate your partnership with me in prayer throughout the summer, as this in itself would be a very significant source of support.  I have included below a short list of prayer requests.  

As my service is on a volunteer basis, I will not be able to otherwise work and raise funds to help cover the costs of my education the rest of the year.  Camp is my mission field this summer, and I seek to serve God by showing His love to the campers especially through my desire to accomplish my assigned responsibilities with excellence.

I would appreciate it if you could please take the time to prayerfully consider partnering with me in this financial way as well.  But remember, whether you are led to donate to SCA or not through this program, please know I really value your support in prayer above all.

Jesus took a little child and said, “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the One who sent me.” (Mark 9:37)  Please prayerfully support me as I serve God by serving the children that come to (name of centre) this summer.

I will be sure to update you on the exciting things that go on at camp in the next few months.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email me.  Thank you, and may God bless you abundantly this summer.

In Him,

(signature of sender)

(name of sender)

Attachment 1:  My specific prayer request list
Attachment 3:  Reply envelope with donation slip (a must) for your use

SUMMER 2011 MISSIONS PRAYER REQUESTS FOR (NAME OF SENDER)

I would appreciate your regular prayers on my behalf for the following items as you are led by God:

1. For . . .

2. For . . .
3. For . . .
4. For . . .
5. For . . .
Thank you for praying for me.

(signature of sender)

(Name of Sender)

Other Resources:
Printable Summer Volunteer Program Brochure:
http://scainternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/05/Summer-Volunteer-Program-brochure-111.pdf
Printable Summer Volunteer Program Brochure - Slips only:

http://scainternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/05/Summer-Volunteer-Sponsorship-slips-only.pdf
